Business
management
by the Bible
The Villanova University School of Business can teach you many interesting things
- how to run a Fortune 500 company,
how to finance a multibillion-dollar acquisition, how to audit complex balance sheets.
Add to that now how to run your own
Roman Catholic parish.
Starting this summer. the school will
offer a master's degree in something called
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"Church Management."
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Although she has some religious trainPriest sex abuse scandals have also led
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"A priest is more frequently alone or the
only priest where there is a large lay staff,"
Senior said. "So he has to be a leader
among all the other leaders within the
group. And that is a unique skill set."·
Meanwhile, Zech said, awareness is
growing that churches are as vulnerable to
theft and mismanagement as any secular
business.
A survey last year by Zech's center found
tbat 85 percent of all U.S. dioceses had experienced embezzlement sometimes run:
ning into the multimillions of dollars.
"It's not enough to run this as a mom-

and·pop shop any more," Zech said. "\Ve
need some people with a professional
background."
The two-year program costs $23,400 per
student, with a substantial discount for
anyone whose church steps up to pay at
least a quarter of the cost.
Half of the fIrst class received the 33 per- .
cenl discount.
':Wewant to encourage churches to realize that this is an important ministry:' he
said. "!fyou're to survive, you have to start
supporting finance like you support the
other ministties you have." _

