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Jof Tedoctboumal
Tad Baldwin, Frankie Blackbum
head the Housing Parnership,

B Buying
adream

home with

hard work

RragnEcuLLY

Jesmifer and Gary Rebsch sy they're dolng

fire withwont any govermment help.

MW were brougin up w work hard, sme

ey, and you realize your dresms D
way,” Jermifer Rebech said,

That's why the Rebsches didn't like
ow-defunct productivity ho

people it was Enendead 1o halp.

The County Couneil killed e plan lnst fll

after fve years of controversy. The plan

Intended to cresde homes affardable b peoplke
earning nearly the cousty’s median neome.

Maore of the s developments envishone
the ariginal productivity housing law
brilt.

Gary Rebsch, 34, is a county fnefighter.
His wibe, I, |5 a radiologscal techracian, They
have two daughters, ages 10 and 5. They
won't sy wid thedr anranl incame i, b ikis

Please sea PROJECT, A6

usiny? pROETM,
even though they were exnetly the kind of

By SEAN SCULLY
o fr il

When Momgomery Housing Partnenship piro-
posed a small affardable housing development
n Wisearon kst samamar, President Tad Baldwin
never mmaygined te palitical firesioam the group
was touchang aff.
wnl?ja]ml's mﬁmﬁ: AgEnCY pEnpn:;i 144

erately apartments anid WATNOUSES
on fve ;u.-mﬂ-:un Universiy Boulevard.

“We thought it would be good for the oom-
ﬁu'w and business in Wheaton,” Bakdwin

Alrost immediacety, area residents rose up
in nanger, demanding Uy project be scaled back
il redesigred.

The plan drew huvdeeds of Tesidents to a
meeting cwver the summer and led b the forma-
tiom of the Wheaton Ctrizens Coalition, an am-

that
the

WS

d In
was

[ Related stories/AS

lrella group of chic ESs0CEaDNS CRTRSEd L the
developunent.

Ini Oc.nhzré{l!dHF gI.IJEd_ rJ'leBc'u'Lﬂﬂ n":ghn
Moctgeemery County Plarming 2] 1]
mnﬁ.ﬁ property willout mar changres.

That defeas, and the punishing puldic barle
that preceded it signaled a major change in the
way govenmiment and nongroft groups should
help the poorer segments of the county's popu-
lastioe ﬁnschwelng. Blaldvin sail.

The key, he aail, may be o redy less an new
canstraction. [nstead, allfordable housing
groups styoubil tum iemed, repairing and mait-
taining exising howsing. 4

“Times hsve changed and we've gol 10 be
smarter & need dillerent thinking t do o bet-
ter job Wy we Fawe before,” Baldwin said

GCounty's ‘moral fervor’ wanes

Rtk kel e S
i

Ing In the coungy, Baldwm suid, bat there is
srurg evidenoe ala sb £

The couray's Housing Opportunities Come
cnisgion, for ecurgbe, hes about 8,000 familes
am the waiting Bsf for housing asssionce. In its
recend county censas, the Flanring Board found
almost half of all renters in the county are
sperling! mare than 25 percent of their Indoomse
for bousing.

‘Histarically, the oounty bas besn consldered
 leader in aidressing the need for affandable
bwusing. & established & natonsl regutaton in
1974 with the Moderatety Priced DhwelEng Unit
law, requirirg that 15 percent of any develop-
ment af 50 houses or mare be priced ta be af-
fordable 1o families eaming substantally less

EW TIMES, OLD NEEDS

than the median income,

Thve drive 1o provide afordsble hoasing be-
in the 1950s and 1960s as Montgomery
cuncy erpeﬁ.ime-:l explosive 3{2“11#1{9:-& e
".'FJHF r=q1 | IJ!:_EC.L‘IIIIH number Hw
developments priced the woorking class out of
the market and displaced poor people who had
been living for gerembions in =mall, noral pock-

ets al substandacd hoisicg,

Asheon resident Peg McRory, called by mary
“the mather af the MPDL prograum,” recalls te
19605 &5 the libernl heyday of Morgemery
Coumty. There was, she sald. & group of aeiviss
whi approached helping the poor with an al-
et religions pesl.

“Theere: waes o kot of e r.” McRary saikl "k
was all part of the chvil movement. The
churches were strongly involved in

Pleaze see HOUSING, AS

Any Economopcuined fousra!

Judith Anderson, who led the fight against a development in Wheaton, would [ike 1o see old apariment bulkdings rencvated.

B NIMBY
doesn’t

fit housing
opponent

By SEAN SCULLY
Dan't dane call Judith Anderson a NIMEY.
Andersan, the head of the rewiy foemed

Wheanon Citizens CoaBicn, spearheaded the

high-prafile fight against an afordabla bous-

ing project on University Boulevand pro-

F::eguh nangredl Mooigomerny Homing

P

Bur ghe nsists she's not o NIMBY — & comn-
mun slang tesm, sLandng for “not in my back
yard,” for peoplhe who cppose devlopement.

"NIMEY is an Incendiary labe] that has

been used effectively o fight opponess w
A Dt ahe i
Mﬁmrﬂumhmr ing, the coalition
weaes bl o faree MHF w all the propossd de-
velofunert in October,

“We have never been apposed 1o

- papg.
That's net, the point of the W ;
Coalition. . .. What we support & advised and

Please see HELP, AB







