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Preservation etforts tame retirement community concerns

SEAN SCULLY
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PINYMOUTH MEETING — John Fleming never imag-
ined he was starting a revolution, .

When the developer set out to build a 5220 million re-
tirement community on the site of the old Eugenia Hospi-
tal in Whitemarsh Township, Montgomery County, he
figured there would be the
usual scattering of opposition,
but that, by and large, people
would welcome his develop-
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desire to | mostly unobtrusive — and the
| intended customers lived right

kEEp that i there in the community.
| So, it came as a considerable
Space open | shock when the development
sparked a storm of protest, unit-
and free from | ing residents in a powerful new
s | township-wide residents orga-
development.” | nization, spurring a political
movement that led in part to
Craig L. Johnson | changes on the Board of Super-
professor, | wisors, and ultimately stopping
Indiana University | his development cold by a
unanimous vote of the Planning

Commission.
But it's what happened next that might mark the real
revolution.
Instead of giving up, or trying to force the project down
the throat of the community where he grew up, Fleming
and his attorney, Jefirey B. Rotwitt, decided to make the

The Hill at Whitemarsh may appear sprawling, but it's designed to preserve open space.

community a deal it couldn't refuse: Fleming would agree,
somehow, to preserve all or part of neighboring Erden-
heim Farm, owned by former Philadelphia 76ers owner E
Eugene Dixon. The farm, easily the largest undeveloped
parcel in the area, provides beautiful pastoral views in
what is otherwise largely a built-out suburb.

“T think everybody was a little shocked” when Fleming’s
project threatened to encroach on Erdenheim Farm, said
Kim Sheppard, president of the Whitemarsh Township
Residents Association, which formed to fight the develop-
ment and later saw some of its members elected to the
Whitemarsh Board of Supervisors. *That’s a little bit of
sacred ground over there ... everybody's had this gor-

geous view for as long as they can remember.”

Fleming's retirement community, known as The Hill at
Whitemarsh, required the purchase and rezoning of a 50
acre corner of the farm property, in addition to the origi-
nal 42 acres of the hospital site, and residents were fearful
that the development would set a precedent for carving
up and developing the farm. Rotwitt's offer, however,
began to change the tide of public opinion, Sheppard
said.

Rotwitt, a senior partner at Obermayer Rebmann Max-
well & Hippel LLE admits he had no idea at first how he
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