©PUS DEI

IT°S NOT THE VILLAIN THAT THE DA VINCI CODE SETS IT UP TO BE. BUT IT HAS BEEN A MYSTERY.
AN INSIDE LOOK AT THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL GROUP IN CATHOLICISM I BY DAVID VAN BIEMA

n early March, Elizabeth Heil, an arts-administration graduate student at Columbia University, was watching
previews in a movie theater on Manhattan’s Upper West Side when she cracked up inappropriately.

The trailer was for the movie The Da Vinei Code, directed by Ron Howard and scheduled to open May 19, and
it featured a grim-faced fellow uttering Christ’s name repeatedly and then—iwham!—whaling away at his already
bloodied back with an Inquisition-issue cat-o-nine-tails. It was not an intentionally funny scene. But Heil, who
was familiar with the book on which the movie is based, recognized the figure onscreen as the albino assassin

Silas, a fanatical, murderous member of a bizarre Catholic g;‘pI.Ip called Opus Dei, and couldn't suppress a giggle. She
is a member of the actual Opus Dei. “This is so outlandish,” she recalls thinking. “I wish we were that interesting.”
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