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The Primary to End All Primaries?

By SEAN SCULLY/PHILADELPHIA

In a stark, unfinished office space in a gritty corner of Philadelphia

Wednesday, Mar. 05, 2008

Hillary Clinton is endorsed
by Pennsylvania Governor
Edward G. Rendell and
Philadelphia Mayor Michael
Nutter at Philadelphia City
Hall on January 23, 2008 in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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along the Delaware River, Hillary Clinton supporters gathered last

Sunday to plan a campaign that wasn't supposed to happen. "We cannot
take anything, any area, any voter for granted,” the city's newly elected
mayor, Michael Nutter, told the crowd of perhaps 150. The race, he said,
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will be like this year's Super Bowl, in which the previously undefeated

New England Patriots unexpectedly fell to the underdog New York
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Giants. And he means for the Pennsylvania's Clinton campaign to be the

Giants. "We have our work cut out for us," he said. "But we have a real

candidate who is a real person, and she really does care.”
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Campaign organizer Abe Dyk assured the crowd that the
six-week run-up to the primary will be a full-bore, no-excuses
campaign. "We will be Iowa on steroids ... everything we do
in a traditional campaign after Labor Day we're going to start
doing after March 4," the date of primaries in Ohio and
Texas, he told the cheering crowd of activists.

In fact, the state's April 22 primary is shaping up to be
another so-called decisive battle in the Democratic campaign.
It is the single biggest prize in the next six weeks, with 103
delegates up for a vote. With her comeback victories in Texas
and Ohio, Clinton needs a solid victory here to justify a
potential triumph at the convention with a superdelegate
strategy. Obama needs to counter that strategy by piling up
the pledged delegates, to blunt any Clinton hold on the
superdelegates that is based on momentum and growing
popular support. "Neither Clinton nor Obama can afford to
bypass [Pennsylvania]," said pollster and political analyst G.
Terry Madonna of Franklin & Marshall College. "They can't

afford to let it alone even though it won't give anyone enough pledged delegates for a victory at
the convention.” Madonna's latest poll, taken in mid-February, shows Clinton holding a good
lead in Pennsylvania, 44 to 32 percent, but Obama has closed the gap since January, when he
was 20 points down. Democratic consultant Larry Ceisler believes that by winning Texas and

Ohio, Clinton proves she can win Pennsylvania.
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